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abundant tube-casts. Nothing has been found which throws
light upon the etiology of the complaint or accounts for its
infectious character, nor do the pathological appearances
satisfactorily explain the jaundice, the biliary passages
presenting nothing abnormal.

The Legislation as to Foreign Practitioners.

the Parliamentary Commission, consisting of six deputies,
three of whom are medical men, appointed to examine
Santini’s draft law for the regulation of foreign medical
practice in Italy has accepted the Bill as it stands
and has rejected an amendment by the Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Visconti Venosta, proposing that existing
rights be respected. The Bill will next be submitted
to the Chamber of Deputies which it is thought will

pass it with little or no alteration. Some opposite is

- expected in the Senate, but that body is not likely to

negative a measure which has passed the Representative
Chamber unless for strong reasons of a political kind.
The agitation against the foreign medical men is thus

approaching its climax, and unless the unexpected happens
will soon have attained its object, which is the total
abolition of foreign practice, and not the ostensible one of
securing reciprocity with other countries. The refusal to
respect the rights of those already established in practice
will have ruinous effects upon the older men and is a very
serious matter for all concerned. Many still find it im-

possible to believe that the Italian Parliament will per-
petrate such a cruel injustice as thus suddenly and
without warning to depnve a class of men of their
means of subsistence in order to gratify the malignant
jealousy of the few bigoted agitators who pretend to

represent the medical profession here and who, by per-
sistent abuse, unscrupulous misrepresentations, and false

accusations, have done their worst to bring the foreign
medical man into disrepute with Government and people.
But, unfortunately, it seems only too likely that, yielding to
running appeals to their patriotism and mostly indifferent to
the interests of a class of whom they hear nothing but abuse,
the legislature will pass the proposed law without making
any provision against the cruel hardships which it will
certainly occasion.

Dec. 17th. 
_______________

CONSTANTINOPLE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The International Sanitary Board.
ONE of the principal subjects of discussion at the present

time is the difficulty which has arisen at the International
Sanitary Board. Two sittings of the International Sanitary
Commission or Superior Sanitary Council have already been
interrupted by the foreign sanitary representatives leaving-
a course which the ambassadors of their respective countries
had instructed them to take because the Turkish Government
seem to have forgotten the special regulations defining the
composition and work of the sanitary board. The manage-
ment of the Turkish Sanitary Board is in the hands of a
council consisting of 21 members, 13 of whom are foreigners
representing the following 13 foreign Governments: Great
Britain, Germany, France, Austria, Russia, Italy, Greece,
Spain, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, Persia, and the United
States of America. The 13 foreign members have each the
degree of M.D. except the representatives of Belgium and
Sweden. Of the eight members who represent the Turkish
Government only three are medical men and only two are
not Mahomedans. Of the six Mahomedans only one is a
medical man. The Turkish representatives who are not
Mahomedans must, according to the stipulations, be medical
men: they are the inspector-general of the sanitary service and
the inspector-adjoint. Both of them have become well
known to the sanitary world, having represented the Turkish
Government at the various sanitary conferences held in

Dresden, Paris, and Venice in order to decide on the measures
to be adopted for the repression of cholera and plague.
The inspector-adj Jint, Dr. Vitalis, died about three weeks
ago in Freiburg after an operation, and the Turkish Govern-
ment thought that the vacancy thus created might be filled
by the appointment of a successor who was not a medical
man and had never been in the sanitary service, but who
had up to that time been an official in the custom-house.
The Turkish Government thereby attempted to infringe the

regulations relative to the sanitary board, for these regula-
tions provide that the sanitary inspectors as well as all the
officials of the sanitary service shall be appointed by the
Superior Sanitary Council. This council meets every
Tuesday, and at the meeting held on Dec. 4th a memorandum
by the 12 sanitary representatives was read, appointing as
inspector-adjoint Dr. Duca Bey, who at present holds the
position of Turkish sanitary delegate to the Alexandria
International Sanitary Council. He has been an official of
the sanitary service for the last 27 years and has visited
various provinces of the Turkish empire where epidemics
happened to be in progress. Among his services in this

respect may be mentioned his work during the epidemic of
cholera in Syria in 1875, the epidemic of plague in Meso.
potamia, and the epidemic of plague in the province of
Yemen in 1880 ; he also superintended the establishment of
the lazaretto of Camaran in the Red Sea in 1883. All the
members of the Superior Sanitary Council, the senior
of whom is Dr. Mordtmann, the German representative,
are of opinion that Dr. Duca Bey is the right man for
the place, and the ambassadors have already signified their
approval of the appointment. The Sultan has still to
sanction it, and it remains to be seen whether he will find a
way of defeating the intentions of the Superior Sanitary
Council supported by the ambassadors, and of maintaining
the appointment of the custom-house official to be a member
of the sanitary board. It would not be astonishing if he
should prove to be successful. The vice-president of the
Superior Sanitary Council is a very respectable person, a
novelist and a poet, but he is not a medical man ; of the other
Turkish members one is the chief accountant of the sanitary
board, one is the secretary-general, and one is a medical
man, as already stated. Their salary is about ET50 per
month, the vice-president’s being &pound;180 per month, paid
regularly out of the sanitary funds. During the year com-
pleted at the end of February, 1900, the revenues of the
Turkish sanitary administration were 6,510,920 piastres,
representing about .&60.000 sterling. Of this sum 50 per
cent. was paid by the British, 15 per cent. by the Greeks,
and the remainder by the other nationalities.

Persian Hospital in Constantinople.
In THE LANCET of Oct. 27th, p. 1245, I mentioned

that the Shah of Persia during his visit to Constantinople
granted BT500 to the Persian Hospital which is to be estab-
lished here and he has also intimated his intention of paying
a like amount annually. The hospital will at first have 25
beds, and only poor Persians will be treated gratuitously.
Patients belonging to other nationalities will only be
admitted on payment. The same practice is followed in the
other foreign hospitals here, except in the British Hospital,
where British sailors are almost the only patients, British
subjects of other occupations being very rarely admitted and
women never.

The Pasteur Institute.
In THE LANCET of Sept. 8th, p. 780, I remarked with

respect to the Pasteur Institute in Constantinople that the
former director, Dr. Zoeros Pasha, had been removed and
succeeded by Dr. Mari in consequence of the death of an
officer of the Turkish army who had been bitten by a rabid
dog but not sent to the Pasteur Institute for treatment until
the symptoms of rabies had manifested themselves. Since
the removal of Dr. Zoeros Pasha many deaths from rabies
have occurred in spite of treatment. A fresh case was

reported on Dec. 7th, the patient being an Albanian who
received antirabic treatment in the Pasteur Institute, but
three days after being discharged he showed symptoms of
rabies which eventually proved fatal.

Dec. 14th. 
______________

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

8mall.poae in New York City.
SMALL-POX has broken out on a somewhat large scale on

the west side of New York city. As a matter of fact there
must have been several cases of the disease existing for some
little time, but it was not until Thursday, Nov. 29th, that
the outbreak was sufficiently alarming to be brought to the
notice of the health authorities. On that day upwards of 30
persons, mostly children, were found to be suffering from the
disease, and that the contagion will spread further seems
certain. The epidemic is believed to have originated from
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two negro vaudevillists from Pittsburg. The authorities
declare that there is no reason for unusual alarm, but the
occurrence will tend to impress upon people who may have
imagined themselves outside the zone of possible contagion
the wisdom of having themselves and their families vaccinated.
The vaccinators are now working by night and day in the tene-
ments of the district infected. At present, so far as is known,
the malady is confined to one block, most of the tenants of
which are negroes, and the victims thus far are mainly
children. Dr. Benedict of the Health Board stated as his

opinion that further cases must be inevitably looked for in
the course of the next few weeks as the exposure had been
too great to admit of the hope that all the cases had been
already reported. The action of the Health Board in epi-
demics of a contagious nature is judiciously energetic. When
a case of small-pox is discovered every inhabitant of the
tenement or dwelling-house is vaccinated, the building is

fumigated from top to bottom, and the inspectors visit it
once in every 24 hours, keeping up such visits for two or three
weeks. There is small room for wonder that small-pox has
been brought to this city, as there are many cases in the
northern part of the State and in Maryland on the
east and south. Communication both by ship and train
takes place between these localities and New York
every day. It is said that so many cases have not been
discovered in one day since an outbreak which occurred
about eight years ago. The reason given for the disease
gaining so much ground before detection is that the poor
population inhabiting the district regard sickness, especially
among children, as of little account, and that until it became
too grave to be longer neglected parents saw no necessity for
calling in a medical man, and thus many were exposed ere
medical aid was invoked. It is, however, satisfactory to
state that the physicians of the Board of Health declare that
there is no cause for needless alarm and express the opinion
that the course of the disease will be checked and a wide-
spread epidemic be avoided.

Tainted Water-supply of New York City.
The inhabitants of this city have been seriously alarmed

for the past three or four weeks at the condition of the

water-supply. The water has had a decidedly unpleasant,
oily, fishy taste in addition to being very turbid. Things have
come at last to such a pass that an investigation has been
demanded and the city has appointed a commission to make an
exhaustive inquiry into the whole matter. This commis-
sion commenced its session on Nov. 26th, when several
witnesses were called upon to give evidence. Among others
were Dr. George F. Shrady, editor of the Medical Record, Iand Dr. Charles F. Roberts, chief sanitary inspector of the
New York Board of Health. Dr. Shrady was not called
as an expert, but rather in the capacity of a private citizen.
The proceedings of the commission were an camerd, but we
believe that both Dr. Shrady and Dr. Roberts gave it as
their opinion that while there was no denying that the
water was unpalatable to a degree-in fact, almost
nauseous-it was not especially prejudicial to the health
of the consumers. Dr. Shrady suggested, and Dr. Roberts
recommended as a remedy, that a filtration plant should be
constructed. The reason given, and undoubtedly the right
one, for the contaminated water is the long-continued
drought. It always happens that in May and November the
water department has to blow off the hydrants to get rid
of the accumulation of organic matter. This year the
trouble has been aggravated owing to the scant supply of
water in the lakes and reservoirs. This is the season of the
year when the fish move. As is well known they always
seek deep water, and for months past they have have been
compelled to go lower and lower. In moving they
stir up the sediment, and the water becomes charged
with organic matter. Again, the bottom of the reservoirs and
lakes are more or less covered with vegetable growth, and
when the water is very low some of the vegetable matter
becomes decomposed and communicates its taste to the water.
That such is the case has been amply demonstrated within
the past few days. On Nov. 24th heavy rain began in New
York and the neighbourhood which lasted off and on until
almost three inches had fallen. As soon as the water in the
reservoirs had risen considerably the supply was much less
turbid and somewhat less tainted. The fear has been wide-

spread that the water contained germs of disease and rumours
have been current that an outbreak of typhoid fever might
be anticipated. Dr. Murphy, president of the Board
of Health, ordered the water to be examined by

bacteriologists and chemists. Dr. Hermann F. Biggs,
pathologist to the Board of Health, said that bacterio-
logical and chemical analyses had not revealed any
disease-breeding germs in the water; vegetable organisms
were found, but nothing particularly deleterious to health.
Illnesses caused by digestive disturbances might result but
there would be no likelihood of an epidemic of typhoid fever.
Of course this is satisfactory as far as it goes and has
reassured the inhabitants of New York, but it is plainly
evident that steps should be taken to prevent any tainting
of water which is intended for domestic consumption, how-
ever harmless. It would appear that if the suggestion of Dr.
Shrady and Dr. Roberts that a filtration plant should be estab-
lished in New York were carried out all fear of danger or
unpleasantness from drinking the New York water would be
obviated. The expense, it is true, would be large. It is esti-
mated that a filtration plant sufficient for Greater New York
would cost a sum of about$15,000,000 (&pound;3,000,000), but after
all a system which ensured a pure water-supply would be
well worth the outlay. By some it is urged that the only
effectual remedy would be to get a larger water-supply some-
where. If, however, this were done the water would most

probably have to be filtered. The conclusions of the commis-
sion after it has received and duly weighed the necessary
evidence will be awaited with much interest. It seems certain
that radical measures will be taken to procure for New York
a pure as well as bountiful water-supply. The Health Board
of New York, which is a model of what health boards should
be, has in this matter, as in every question affecting the
hygiene of the city, exerted itself to the utmost.

Dec. l2th. 
______________

Obituary.
JAMES MICHELL WINN, M.D. GLASG., M.R.C.P. LOND.
WE regret to announce the death of this gentleman,

one of the fathers of the profession, at his residence,
87, Goldhurst-terrace, Hampstead, on Dec. 8th in his

ninety-second year. Dr. Winn was the oldest M.D. of

Glasgow University and also the fourth in the list of the
Members of the Royal College of Physicians of London,
being the eldest in point of age, although there is a senior
to him by six months among the Fellows of the College.
Dr. Winn was born in the parish of Budock in Cornwall
on Dec. 25th, 1808. When about five years of age he went
to reside with his parents at Lisbon and was a resident
in the Peninsula when the battle of Vittoria was fought
in 1813. On returning to England his family resided
for several years in London. Dr. Winn was educated at
the Stockwell Park Academy. He commenced his medical
studies at St. George’s Hospital under Sir Benjamin Brodie
and Dr. Chambers, who were then on the staff of that
hospital. On leaving St. George’s Hospital he went, in
1832, to the University of Glasgow to study for the
M.D. degree. At that time the cholera had made its
first appearance in England and the average daily deaths at
Glasgow amounted to upwards of 100. This gave Dr. Winn
a good opportunity for studying the nature and treatment of
that complaint at the Glasgcw Cholera Hospital. On
returning to England be commenced to practise as a con-
sulting physician and was appointed honorary physician to
the Royal Cornwall Infirmary at Truro, a position which
he retained for 14 years. In 1852 he came to London,
where he made psychology his chief study and contributednumerous articles on that subject to the Journal of Psycho-logical Medicine, in which he combated the doctrines of the
materialistic school. He also published treatises on

"Materialism" and "Collapse of Scientific Atheism." He
had written previously to this, in 1848, "A Critical I reatise
on the General Paralysis of the Insane," which was very
favourably referred to by Dr. Conolly in his Croonian lectuies
delivered by him before the Royal College of Physicians of
London. Dr. Winn’s chief work was on the " Nature and
Treatment of Hereditary Disease," published in 1869. In this
he propounded the theory that all hereditary disease was
interchangeable-in other words, mutually convertible.

: From this generalisation Dr. Winn deduced rules for the
regulation of marriages. The late Sir Thomas Watson, in a
letter to Dr. Winn, said, referring to this theory of hereditary
inter-changeableness in disease: "You appear to me to be


